Changing patterns of ocular manifestations in HIV seropositive patients treated with HAART.
To report the changing patterns of ocular manifestations in human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) seropositive patients treated with highly active antiretroviral therapy (HAART). The clinical charts of HIV seropositive patients, 735 examined from 1997 to 2003 and treated with HAART for at least 2 months (Group 1), and 838 untreated examined from 1988 to 1995 (Group 2), were reviewed to assess the frequency of ocular manifestations. HIV-related retinal microangiopathy and opportunistic retinal infections (cytomegalovirus retinitis and toxoplasmic retinochoroiditis) were significantly higher in Group 2 than 1 (p<0.0001), while in patients treated with HAART a statistically significant increase in the frequency of chalazion (p<0.0001), diabetic and hypertensive retinopathy (p<0.0001), lipid arc of the cornea (p<0.0001), cataract and glaucoma (p<0.0001), and uveitis (p=0.026) was observed. HAART therapy has induced a dramatic decrease in the incidence of HIV-related microangiopathy and opportunistic retinal infection and the occurrence of new lesions related both to the metabolic alterations induced by HAART and to immune reconstitution, such as uveitis.